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DEVASWOM BOARD 
APPROVES COMMITTEE'S 
MEMORIAL PLAN 


STATE GOVERNMENT 
APPROACHED FOR FORMAL 
SANCTION 
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All India Committees Application 


Madras, 
23rd November, 1962. 


The Chief Minister, 
Madras State, 
Madras. 


Sir, 


Ref.: Application dated 19-9-1962 by the District oy 
mittee of Kanyakumari requesting permission to <4 
Memorial’ on the Vivekananda Rock—requ 
favourable consideration at an early date. 


The Vivekananda Centenary Celebration Committee of eau 
kumari District has sent an application to you, reques au 
permission to erect a statue of Swami Vivekananda Kr 
Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari and to construct & oe 
bridge from shore to the rock for an easy oe to it, . on 
1962 by registered post, the receipt of which has a tae 
acknowledged to our Nagercoil District Office. Subsequ fo 
in the last wok gf September, Swami Shuddha Satvananda, 
Manager, Ramakrishna Math, Madras, Shri M. poronaly 
(Treasurer of our All India, ( Committee, had met. you. parse! C 


(CB) 


and requested about the same matter. On behalf of the All 
India Committee formed for the above purpose, I most humbly 
request you to consider the application favourably and give us 
the necessary permission at an early date. Our Committee 
proposes to lay the foundation stone of the above Memorial on 
the 17th of January, 1963, which is the 100th birthday of Swami 
Vivekananda. We have to contact many people for the above 
purpose and the time at our disposal being very short, we shall 
be highly obliged if you grant us the permission at an early 
date. 


We are glad to state that the necessary funds to start the 
construction of the Memorial has already been collected, His 
Highness the Maharaja of Kashmir has sent his most gracious 
donation for the above purpose. 


We bad also requested the Devaswom Board of the Kanya- 
kumari District to give us their consent for the construction of 
the above memorial. They have sent us an order on 10-10-1969 
consenting to our request and a copy of their typed order a 
being attached herewith. You are already aware of the keen 
interest which all of us have in the proposed Memorial at Kanya- 
kumari. The All India Ramakrishna Mission also wishes that 
the above said Memorial be completed before January, 1964, 
We most humbly request you to consider the application of our 
Kanyakumari District Committee favourably and grant us the 
necessary permission which will enable us to proceed with the 
work at an early date- 


Thanking you in anticipation, 


Yours faithfully, 
§d./e P, Mahadevan 
Secretary, 
ALL INDIA COMMITTRE 
5 (6 ’) 


Devaswom Board’s Letter 


Devaswom Board Office, 
Ref. No. 1495/62-D. Suchindrum, 1 
10-10-1962. 


To 

The Assistant Secretary, 

Swami Vivekananda Centenary Celebration Committee, 
‘Ponnammal Bhayanam’ 

Kast Car Street, Nagercoil, Kanyakumari District. 


Sir. 


Sub. :—Land—Kanyakumari Devaswom Board—Vivekananda 
Rock—Cape Devaswom—lInstallation of the Statue of 
Swami Vivekananda—Construction of Bridge ete.— 
Permission Requested—Regarding. 


The Board has no objection in your erecting the statue of 
Swami Vivekananda on the ‘Vivekananda Rock’ and in construc- 
ting the Bridge provided that the Hdifiee, the Statue and the 
Bridge are all placed under the full control of the Kanyakumari 

zvaswom Board to be controlled as per Rules, Customs and 
Usage in force, subject to alterations as and when required, and 
providing sufficient funds for the up-keep. 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd./- V. Ramaswamy lyer 
Secretary. 


Copy to the Asst. Devaswom Commissioner, 
# Suchindrum, 
, Minutes Book Dt. 6.10.1962 
Copy submitted tothe Commissioner; Hi Rj & 0, B, Madras-34, (|: 
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Ranade Meet Kabir 

A report of the meeting onheon Prof. Taeaein 
Kabir, Minister for Scientific Research and Cul- 
tural Affairs, and Sri Eknath Ranade, Organising 
Secretary, All ~ India Swami Vivekananda - Cente- 
nary Celebration und Vivekananda’ Rock Memorial 
Committee, held at New Delhi on 23- 9-1963. 


Sri Ranade : ~ I have come to seek your help in 
securing permission for erecting Swamiji’s statue on the 
Vivekananda Rock. f 

Prof. Kabir : But it is the Madras Government 
whom you should approach for that purpose. How do a 
come into the picture ? 

Sri Ranade : Because we have a Peauon to believe 

- that the State Government of Madras .has been influenced by an 
‘Opinion expressed by you against the erection of the.statue on 
the Vivekananda Rock, . 


+ Prof. Kabir : tT have not expressed any opinion 
regarding erection of Swamiji’s statue on the Rock. 
IT had expressed my opinion regarding the scenic beauty 
of the spot where three oceans meet being marred in a 

different context. And it was two or three years back. 

It was in respect of the site of the Gandhi Mandapam. 
I would not have favoured the present site of the 
Mandapam which was right on the sands- J would 

- have advised for some other spot on the mainland. 
I was then told that the Mandapam was built when 
Kanyakumari was in Kerala State and it was Trivan- 

iii drum's decision and not that of Madras. 

(Pils SeMoreover; aif) Fthee | States Government: | iets Madras 


°¢@ ) 


has not paid any heed to my advice regarding the 
renovation of Madurai Temple, why should they do so 
in this particular matter only? I had advised them 
against the way they have renovated that temple. 
Because, according to me the white-washing of the 
temple, and like things, spoils the beauty of the old 


architectural work t 

Sri Ranade : But what is your opinion about the 
statue on the Rock ? 

Prof. Kabir : That is inno way my concern, It is 
a matter between you and the Madras Government. « 

Sri Ranade : It is true, but an opinion of a Central 
Minister does have some weight. 

Prof. Kabir : If so, leb the Madras Government 


refer to me and I shall communicate to them my opinion. 


Sri Ranade : Let me now tel] you, Sir, how we are 
led to believe that you have already expressed an opinion against 
the erection of the statue and that it has, in a way, influenced 
the Madras Government, while refusing us the necessary permisg- 
ion. When the Committee approached the Madras Government 
for permission to erect the statue and construct the bridge, both 
the Chief Minister and §ri Bhaktavatsalam appeared quite 
favourable to the plan. Moreover, the Devaswom Board, which 
is a Statutory Body working directly under the control of the 
Ministry granted written permission to the Committee on 
October 10, 1962, for construction of the bridge and erection of 
the statue. Itis quite obvious that the Board Authorities, 
before doing so, must have sounded the State Government at 
the ministerial level and secured their consent. From this 
single fact as also from the favourable attitude of the Ministers — 
whom our representatives met, it was more than clear to us 
that the necessary written permission from the State Govern. 
ment would be forthcoming in due course, 

All of a sudden in the month of November, 1962, the Govern. 
ment’s attitude changed. It was at this juncture that we first 
‘Iearnt) about. your adverse opinion'\in! the matter from | Sr 

(#9) 


Bhaktavatsalam himself. On January I, 1963, * Sri Bhakta- 
vatsalam again mentioned about if at Kanyakumari. Once 
again at Delhi, when our delegation met him in last July, he 
reiterated your opinion. Of course, I was not personally present 
in all these meetings. 


Prof. Kabir: Then it is not fair on your part to say 
all these things when you have not heard it from him yourself. 
Srt Ranade ? But I am saying it on the authority of 


our other office-bearers and elderly people who were present. 
For the matter of that if you wish I may even now call one 
of them who has accompanied me here and who is waiting 
in the reception room. 

Prof. Kabir : Probably, Sri Bhaktavatsalam has 
been either misunderstood or misinterpreted. He must have 
talked about the opinion I had expressed long back, obviously in 
a different context, 


+ On your own admission if the Government of Madras 
was favourable to the plan till October, 1£62, it meant 
that they were so in spite of the opinion I had expressed 
long back and which they knew. Sol think that there 
might be some other reasons for refusing the permission. + 


I believe that the Madras Government is objecting to the 
erection of a statue—so I haye been told by an M.P. of Madras 
State—because some local Christians have put up & counter- 
claim to the Rock. 

Sri Ranade : No Sir, the Madras Government is 
quite clear in its mind regarding the matter. The Government 
Authorities have set aside their counter-claim. In their letter 
permitting the installation of the marble tablet, they have 
accepted it to be the Vivekananda Rock. 

Tt is for these reasons that we have formed an impression 
that your opinion, expressed sometime in the month of October 


*A factual error has been made here, in respect of dates. The actual 
date of our representatives’ eee sere a Ee eae at Kanya- 
kumari, was December 30,1962. 1G) 501101) INCOSCTDIS.OF9, 
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or November 1962, has made the State Goyernment hesitate in 
‘granting permission after that time., It was influencing them 
89 much that in their letter permitting the installation of the 
marble tablet on the Rock on January 17, 1963, they laid down 
‘a funny and meaningless condition (Sri Ranade read out the 
relevant portion from the copy of the letter )- ‘i Pe ; 

‘The condition > was that the tablet should be jaid in such & 
way as not to affect the natural set- up of the Rock (Sri Ranade, 
‘at this juncture, showed the photographs of the tablet in its 
original form and also in its present demolished state ). 


Pr of. Kabir : It is really unfortunate that the 
‘tablét should have been destroyed. The Government of 
Madras must have been naturally afraid that if even tke tablet 
is destroyed, the statue would be more easily damaged. 


Sri Ranade : 3 I do not agree here. A massive “bronze 
statue, twenty-two feet in height, standing upon high pedestal, 
cannot be so easily destroyed. Moreover, the Committee has 
proposed an access bridge which will minimise the possibility 
of mischief by the. hostile section of fishermen (who are all 
Roman Catholic Christians ), 

Apart from. that, the State Goyernment, in any -way, has 
.to see that the tablet is reinstalled and also well protected, 


Prof. Kabir : Yes, they have to. 

Srz Ranade : : That is why I say that whether it 
is a tablet or a statue, the Government have to undertake the 
-responsibility of protecting it in any case. 


Prof. Kabir : Well, you talk about the ‘whole 
matter to the Madras Government and try to persuade them, 
. Sri Ranade : : You also can help us in this matter, 
Prof. Kabir: “We do not give any grant for the 
| erection of statues, 
Sri Ranade: i We do not demand any monetary 


help. We are begging only for permission to. raise the 
memorial, 


Prof. Kabir: _ . That is absolutely a matter between 
you and Madras: Government. On 


{ 12 ) 
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Sri Ranade ap. OMe “I Would“have- accepted that position 
if it-Were only &few loé&l pédplé behind thé Memorial Plan 'The 
plan is approved” and Blesséa by ‘reputed and eminent people 
from all/over-the éountry. “(Sri Ranade handed’ over to’ Prof, 
Kabir the Committee’s booklet and requested him to go through 
the list of members of the Committee ). 


Prof. Kabir; Well, 1 will, read. this, My. only, 
Tequest is that my name should not be dragged into this affair. 


Sri Ranade : Sir, I fail to ‘understand one thing. 
Sri Bhuktavatsalam: has clearly said that though you have 
expressed an opinion against the erection of a statue, the State: 
Government is not bound by that opinion. Ido not understand 
that, if it was really so, why he thought it fit to mention your 
name and opinion before our representatives at all. We 
would never haye referred to your name and opinion in that 
case, Actually we never did it till the time we Were told. 
about your opinion. We have to believe in the statement of 
Sri Bhaktavatsalam equally as we believe in your's. 
~ Prof. Kabir : Allright, I shall just now write a 
letter to Sri Bhaktavatsalam in your very presence, (Prof, Kabir 
called his steno and dictated a letter ), 


+ “Dear Sri Bhaktavatsalam, 


Mr. Eknath Ranade, the Organising Secretary 
of Swami Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee, 
met me to day. He said that you have refused 
permission to the Committee for installing the statue 
of Swami Vivekananda according to their wishes. 
It is his impression that in doing so you have been 
influenced by me. ( Hero’ Shri Ranade interrupted to 
suggest that in place of ‘influenced by me’ it would 
be more appropriate to put ‘influenced by my opinion’. 
Shri Kabir said that the wording he has used covers 
the meaning of the words suggested by him ). He 
also said that you have stated that the opinion of the 


« 


Central Minister in this matter has no relevance and 
the State Government was not bound by it. And 
that is the correct positione JI am sorry that my name 
has been mentioned in this matter giving rise to a 
public controversy ” + 


Sri Ranade : Sir, to be frank, in the whole 
background we could not but believe that you had expressed an 
opinion against the erection of the statue recently in the month 
of October or November, 1962- 


Prof. Kabir : You are free to believe any thing 
you like. 
Sri Ranade : I do not mean any lack of belief in 


you. What I mean is that being a busy public worker, you might 
not be remembering about it ab the moment, Anyway your 
letter to Sri Bhaktavatsalam may be helpful in clearing the 
air. If necessary, [ may meet you again after meeting 
Sri Bhaktavatsalam. 


Note: The conversation above was reduced to writing by Sri Ranade 
immediately after returning to his residence, He sent a copy of the 
minutes prepared by him to Sri Kabirfor his perusal and confirmation. 
In his communication to Sri Ranade Sri Kabir, while confirming the 
recorded report as substantially true, pointed out ‘minor mistakes and 
inaccuracies” at three places and sent in writing what he considered as 
the correct ve:sions to be substituted in place of those portions ( which 
are i dicated by putting them in between arrows). However, while 
trying to write down the correct version from his memory, 
Sri Kabic has made one very important statement which, according to 
Sri Ranade, he had not at all voiced during the talks. That vital szn- 
tence is “In fact in my view, there should be no man-made addition to 
the rocks.” 

Sri Ranade says that throughout the conversation he endeavoured 
to get a definite view about the Rock Memorial from Sri Kabir. But 
Sri Kabir avoided being categorical This above statement. however, 
makes the matter absolutely unambiguous. In fact, Sri Ranade points 
out, if Sri Kabir had expressed during the conversation that he was 
against any man-made addition to the rocks, the talks would have 
naturally taken a different turn. 

A copy of Sri Kabir’s letter mentioning the three changes in the draft 
prepared by Sri Ranade is being giyen below. 


(Dizsti Dat 


Prof. Kabir’s Letter 


Minister, 

Scientific Besearch 
And Cultural Affairs, 
India, New Delhi 
September 26, 1963. 


Dear Shri Ranade, 


T have just received your letter of 25-9-1963 enclosing 2 
copy of what you have recorded after my talk with you. While 
substantially it is correct, there are some minor mistakes and 
inaccuracies. Thus what I had told you about the erection of 
the statue was something like this. 


“Thad first expressed my opinion regarding the scenic 
beauty of the spot where the three oceans meet in a different 
context. It was perhaps two years or more ago that I 
said that the Gandhi Mandap should not have been on the 
sands but on the main land. In fact in my view there 
should be no man-made addition to the rocks.” 


“Regarding many ancient temples which are protected 
monuments, the repairs that haye been carried out are against 
our advice. If the State Government of Madras have not always 
listened to our advice regarding renovation of such temples, 
why should they do so in the case of the statue alone? Gene- 
rally I am against white-washing of any old temples.” 


Similarly, on page 2 what 1 said was, “Since you were not 
present you could not reproduce the exact words of Shri 
Bhaktavatsalam and this is likely to lead to misunderstanding. 
On your admission, if the Madras Government was fayourable 
to your plan till October, 1962, it meant that they were so in 
Spite of any opinion 1 may have expressed. They must, therefore 
have some other reason for refusing the permission.” 


Finally, on the last page, while 1 compliment you on your 
memory, the exact words are somewhat different. The letter 
lhad actually written is as follows : 


“Shri Eknath Ranade, Organising Secretary of Swami 
| (15,0 


Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee, came to see me and 
said that it is his impression that you had refused permission 
for installing # Statue of Vivekananda according to their wishes 
because of my influence. IT am told that you also said that 
this is a matter entirely for the State Government and you are 
not bound by any Opinion of any Central Minister. This is of 

~ course the true position and I do not come into the picture at 
all. JI am only sorry that my name should have been mentioned 
because this has led to an unfortunate controvercy, I will be 
glad if my name is not brought into this at all.” 


I am sending a. corrected version which, if you wish to 
publicise it at all, you may use. 
With good wishes. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/-Humayun Kabir 


Ranade’s Press Ccnference 


( Hindustan Standard, Calcutta, 6-10-63 ) 
VIVEKANANDA STATUE ON ROCK 
Kabir's Stand Exerts Influence On Madras 


NEW DELHI, OOT. 4.—Mr. Eknath Ranade, Organis- 
ing Secretary of the All India Swami Vivekananda Centenary 
Celebration and Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee, said 
today that the stand of Mr. Humayun Kabir, Union 
Minister for Education and Scientific and Cultural Affairs, 
against the installation of Swami Vivekananda’s statue atop. 
the Vivekananda Rock in Kanyakumari was “unfortunate”, 
says UNI. 


Mr. Ranade was of the opinion that the Madras Govern- 
ment was influenced by Mr. Kabir’s stand that “there should 
be no man-made addition to th> reek’ on grounds of sceni¢ 
beauty. 

The Committee plans to erect a statue of Swami Viveka. 


e(Digtige 


nanda on the Rock and construct a foot bridge to link the rock 
with the mainland. . 

In a press conference Mr. Ranade said when the Committee 
sought the Madras Government’s permission last year, Mr K. 
Kamraj, the then Chief Minister, and Mr. Bhaktavatsalam, 
the then Minister of Hindu Religious Endowments and Ohari- 
table Trusts, appeared to be quite favourable to the plan. 

The Devaswom Board, a statutory body working directly 
under the Ministry, had also granted permission in writing 
to the Committee on October 10, 1962 for implementing its. 
plan. It was quite obvious that the Board had secured 
Government's permission before giving the, Committee the 
green signal to go ahead with the scheme. 


* 


Ranade’s Letter To Kabir 


New Delhi-1 
9-10-63. 


Mananiya Sri Kabir, 


This is to thank you for your kind letter dated September 
26, 1963. 

I am grateful to you for your kind compliments about my 
memory and for confirming that my minutes of our talks were 
substantially correct. Iam also thankful to you for the trouble. 
you have taken in making alterations in the draft where you 
considered some mistakes or inaccuracies have been made. 

Tt does strike me however that your observation in _ this. 
confirmatory note that ‘In fact, in my view there should be no- 
man-made addition to the rocks” is quite categoric and unam- 
biguous. Incidentally it amounts to a definite expression of 
opinion about the proposed Vivekananda Rock statue too, and 
confirms the impression that you have not been in favour of 
its erection. So far as I recall, during the talks you were 
unwilling to express any categoric view about this matter. 
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I think the minutes of the talk as confirmed by you do bear out 
this impression of mine, 

Iam sure, you have returned from your strenuous tour 
abroad as healthy and cheerful as before. After your return 
you may have come across various newspaper reports of the 
press conference I addressed on October, 4, 63, at New Delhi. 
For your information [am enclosing herewith a copy of the 
statement I issued at the Conference. 

I have not been able to see Shri Bhaktavatsalam yet, I 
hope to do so soon. In the meanwhile, I would like to request 
you too for help in the matter. Your opinion about the aesthe- 
ties of the site notwithstanding, ] am sure you do appreciate 
the strength of the popular sentiment about this issue. Admirers 
of Swamiji all over the country would be very happy if you 
could use your good offices with the persons concerned and 


see that due permission is given to the Committee. 
With thanks, 


Yours sincerely. 
Sd./- 
( BKNATH RANADB ) 
Organising Secretary 


Kabir’s Reply To Ranade 
Minister, 
Scientific Research 
& Cultural Affairs, India, 
New Delhi. 
10th Oct. 1963. 


Dear Shri Ranade, 
Thank you for your letter of the 9th October 1963 with its 


enclosures. You have been quite fair in your statement which 
I appreciate, 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd./- 
( HUMAYUN KABIR ) 


we 
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Ranade’s Interview With Bhakatvatsalam 


A report of the meeting between Sri M. Bhaktavat= 
salam, Chief Minister, Madras State, and Sri Eknath 
Ranade, of New Delhi on 12-11-63. 


Sri Ranade: I came to Delhi day before yesterday 
from Bombay. In fact, J came here to see if I can meet the 
President, Dr; Radhakrishnan. Apart from casually posting 
him with information regarding the proposed Rock Memorial 
plan I wanted to present to him a book recently compiled by me 
from the writings and speeches of Swami Vivekananda. 

After reaching here I came to know that you were here. So 
I availed the opportunity to meet you. JI am very happy to 
get a chance of presenting a copy of the ‘book to youalso. (Sri 
Ranade presented & copy to Sri Bhaktavatsalam who skimmed 
through its pages for a while ). 

The Committee has recently published this pamphlet ( Sti 
Ranade gave a pamphlet to Sri Bhaktavatsalam ) pertaining to 
the Rock Memorial question. An effort has been made to give 
in it a brief account of all developments in a chronological order. 

Srt Bhaktavatsalam: ( While casting a glance at the cover 
page ) Oh, it is about the Rock Memorial. That is all right. But 
what do you want from me ? 

Sri Ranade : Sir, we seek only one thing and that 
is your permission for the Memorial. _ 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam: The Government has already 
explained its stand. I have also stated my reasons for not per- 
mitting the statue on the Rock, 

Sri Ranade : From the nature of the arguments 
you have-advanced against the | statue <I |\am somehow) | Jed) to (| 

Cor) 


believe that they are intended mainly for public consumption 
and that, actually, perhaps, there might have been some 
other things weighing with the Government. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: WellI am not accustomed to telling 
the public, things different from those that I have in my mind. 


Sri Ranade : If that is eo, then, are you serious in 
objecting to the statue on grounds of scenic beauty, an objection 
originally advanced by Sri Humayun Kabir ? 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: Why do you bring in his name? 
You are harping on the same thing again and again. Why do 


you think that we have no independent views? Please do 
not insulé me like that. 


Sri Ranade : 


I am meeting you for the first 
time. 


This is my first chance to ascertain your views JI am 
certainly open to correction. But is it not a fact that it was in 
his name that you advanced that argument first, Had it not 
been so, we would never have associated his name with it. 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam : 


I had only mentioned Sri Kabir’s 
view then. 


But I have also been telling you that I am myself 


of the opinion that the natural rocks should not be interfered 
with. 


Sri Ranade : Yes, other things being equal, that 
opinion is quite understandable. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: Erecting a statue on the Rock is an 
interference which may be considered the least when compared 
to constructing a bridge connecting the Rock with the shore. 
The bridge would be too much of an interference and the 
Government would never allow it. 


Moreover you do not know that there are fanatics in the 
area surrounding the Rock. It would be most unsafe to have 
a statue there. You may call us cowards and consider your- 
selves very brave but we have to take into account the local 
situation which we know better than you do. 


Sri Ranade;. -.... ; That is exactly the reason why, the. 
( 22 ) 


idea of a bridge occurred to the Committee. Otherwise the idea, 
probably, would not have been even conceived. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: ‘The bridge is out of question. Jt is 
ruled out. I would never allow it, But can even a bridge solve 
the problem ? Would not the bridge be equally open to the 
miscreants also? With such easy access to the Rock it 
would then be easier for them to damage the statue. 


Sri Ranade : T do not agree with you here though 
I can quite see that you are very much allergic to the 
bridge-idea. When the Rock becomes approachable to all, and 
not solely to the fishermen, as it is at present, they would never 
dare do any mischief. 


T had been to that place several times and I have also met the 
fishermen,. I found them quite poor and docile, barring 4a small 
section which is misguided and fanatic. But when the Rock 
becomes accessible to the whole population and your Goyern- 
ment shows firmness I do not think that section would ever 
be able to cause any nuisance. 


Sri Bhaktavaisalam : You might have gone there and even 
met those people. But we know the people more than you do. 
The local situation has got to be taken into account. Other- 
wise, why should we have objected ? We have equal respect 
and reverence for Swamiji as you have. Where was the pro- 
priety of your coming and telling that the site of the statue 
should be at this place or that ? The place falls in our State 
and belongs to us. It is we who are supposed to decide about 
the matter 


Sri Ranade : For the matter of that, the place 
equally belongs to me as the country is one. Actually it is not 
me or any particular persons who have selected the site for the 
statue. There is countrywide sentiment for having a statue 
on that hallowed spot. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: I never attach any value to that sort 
of people’s sentiment. 


> Dagitipation indoscripts,erg (!S 


Sri Ranade : As a popular leader, you have to take 
into account the people’s sentiment, especially when it is ‘based 
on reason and historical fact and is not merely arbitrary. 

Swamiji had meditated there and it was there that he got 
divine light. It was that event that brought about a turning 
point in his life, and made him subsequently great. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : But that does not mean that only a 
statue could be the befitting memorial. 

Sri Ranade : I quite agree , but when the people, 
who have once made a choice and have decided upon the 
form of the memorial, namely that it should be a statue 
are asked to abandon the idea simply because a few fanatic 
miscreants are hostile to it, they are certainly justified in 
sticking to their plan. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : Ido not see any reasonable ground 
for insisting on having the statue on the Rock except obstinacy. 
They want to agitate and make it a political issue. 

- In Madras, the Ramakrishna Mission wanted to have a 
status on the Marina Beach. I told them that the best place for 
the memorial would be the place where Swamiji stayed. They 


appreciated our stand and agreed to haying the statue at that 
place. 


. There is one Swami by name Sri Chidbhavananda. He 
originally wanted to have a statue on the Vivekananda Rock. 
Subsequently he wanted to have it on the nearer Rock main- 
taining that that was the real Vivekananda Rock. I told him 
that it would not be seemly and wise on his part to start such 
an uncalled-for controversy. It would only result in giving 
strength to the fanatics there. Now the Swami has agreed to 
have @ statue near the temple. I have been trying here to see 
if the President agrees to come to Kanyakumari for unveiling 
that statue. 

J had similarly proposed to your Committee people to have 
the statue on the shore instead of on the Rock. It was on that 
condition that later the tablet was permitted on the Rock. 
Otherwise, you tell me what was the propriety of a tablet on 


the ayer if ee aves wee to be installed there later. 
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S7t Ranade : The tablet installation ceremony was 
performed just to mark the inauguration day of the Centenary. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : How could it be? If the statue 
were to follow then there should have been, in the fitness of 
things, the laying of the foundation stone and not the tablet. 


Srt orshe : It is true that I was not personally 
present in those meetings. But I have carefully gone through 
all the relevant papers and this ‘much I ¢an say that this 
pamphlet is based upon them. 


As regards your charge of obstinacy I beg to humbly submit 
that it is quite uncharitable on your part to call us obstinate. 
It is equally not true that we want somehow to agitate. 
Personally, I am no political agitator. J am far from it. I have 
been working silently in the cultural and organisational field 
all these years. In so far as this particular issue is concerned 
T shall have to hang down my head in shame if any Committee 
has to agitate for having a statue of Swami Vivekananda in this 
land. Such an agitation could never add to the grace of either 
the Government or the people or even of Swamiji. 


But asa piece of information I tell you that there are 
people in the country who would certainly prepare to agitate 
the moment they are told that the Government has finally 
refused permission and the Committee’s talks have failed. I 
have been moving from State to State and telling all such people 
and anxious enquirers -that an agitation is unnecessary and 
out of place and that the talks would ultimately succeed. The 
minds of the people all over the country are very much exer= 
cised over this issue and I shudder to think what would happen 
if the Government finally turns down the Commitee’s request. 

Sir, should you not take into cognisance the sentiment of 
the people? Should you not be prepared to make some 
allowance for it? I do not know in what words should I 
persuade you. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: You are not persuading—you are 
threatening. Iam certainly prepared to accommodate but not 
under this threat. 
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Sri Ranade : What shall I gain by threatening 
you? Iam only placing facts which I have been observing 
while going round the country. Is it not my duty to post you 
with all the relevant information ? If I fail to do so you might 
yourself later blame me for having kept those facts concealed 
from you. But while placing those facts if any of my words 
have offended you, I apologise. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: ‘That is not necessary. But I would 
like you to keep in mind that I am not a person to be cowed 
down by the threat of a countrywide agitation. 


Sri Ranade : Tt may be true that you can remain 
unaffected in spite of the strong sentiments of 45 crores of 
people in the country but all the same I honestly feel that you 
have been already cowed down by a small section of fanatics 
at Kanyakumari. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : Thatis not true. However, you are 
free to call us cowards and consider yourselves very courageous. 
Our Cabinet has thought over this problem.and taken a decision 
that there should be no statue on the Rock. Afier all, we have 
to run the Government. We know the situation there. It is 
the safeguarding of the statue from the fanatics that is the 
most important consideration in this case. Why should we go 
in for a statue which would need protection? Do we build 
temples in such surroundings as would require constant watch ? 
And one cannot keep a day and night watch at such places. 


Sri Ranade : But it is no use saying all these things 
now. Hven otherwise, the tablet has got to be reinstalled there, 
and that too would need protection. In any ease, the protection 
problem has got to be faced unless, of course, you have 
abandoned the idea of its reinstallation. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : No, you will see that even if your 
Committee does not do it the Government shall reinstall the 
tablet. It is the Committee that has been backing out of its 
responsibility in this respect. 


Sri Ranade : There is mo question of the 
Committee’s backing out... The difficulty, is that you have totally. 
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rejected the idea of the bridge. And you have not suggested any 
other alternative effective arrangement for the protection of 
the tablet. I wonder how you are going to safeguard the 
reinstalled tablet. 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam : Do not worry about that. The Govern- 
ment will make all arrangements to protect it quite effectively. 

Sri Ranade : If that is so [have nothing to say- 
In that case the bridge-idea eancertainly be given up. But then 
let me humbly suggest that those very effective arragements 
under your centemplation would suffice to protect even the 
statue. Then why object, Sir, to the statue on that score ? 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam ; You people do not take into consi- 
deration one important point. What is the nse of raising a 
statue which would not be visible to the people ? As the bridge 
is out of question and there is no other arrangement for taking 
the people to the Rock the visitors standing on the shore would 
not get a proper view of the statue. ; 

Sri Ranade : Well, if ultimately visibility is thg 
main consideration then the problem can be solved by increasing 
the proportions and size of the statue. Instead of the ten feet 
high pedestal and twenty-two feet high statue under contem- 
plation uptill now, let us think of having a height of twenty feet 
for the pedestal and forty-five feet height or even more for the 
statue.. Of course, the designers, sculptors and other experts will 
have to be consulted before fixing up the exact proportions. But 
regarding this increase in size, there would not be any difficulty. 
I shall immediately start contacting the experts and preparing 
a blue print of the modified plan of the statue which I shall 
submit to you within the next few days. 

Sri Bhaktavatslam : Yes, you write to the Government 
and the Government would consider. 

Sri Ranade : Ultimately, you are the Government. 
Please tell us what more you want and J shall hold consulta- 
tions with the Committee members and experts and make an 
application on those lines, 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam : I cannot say anything more at the 
moment. You write to the Government about your modified 
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S7t Ranade : Yes, I quite realise your difficulty. 
You may naturally like to consult your colleagues in the 
Cabinet. I am coming to Madras in the last week of this month 
in connection with the General Meeting of our ‘All India 
Commitee. I shall be going immediately to Bombay to consult 
the experts. We shall put in a formal application to the Govern- 
ment in due time. Will you be present in Madras between 
20th and 25th? IfIgetallthe data within that\period I may 
meet you at Madras and place it before you personally. 

_ Sri Bhaktavastalam : Yes, I am expected to be there during 
that period. But my first reaction to your proposal is that if 
such a huge statue is erected there the natural view of that 
small rock would be spoiled. 

Sri Ranade : The size of the ‘Statue of Liberty’ in 
America is still bigger than that of our statue under 
contemplation. 

_ Sri Bhaktavatsalam: But the island which carries the 
*Statue of Liberty’ is probably bigger in area than the Viveka- 
nanda Rock. 

Sri Ranade : No, Sir, the Vivekanda Rock is 
quite spacious and its area is definitely bigger than that of the 
island. 3 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam : You write to the Government and the 
Government would consider, 

Sri Ranade : I am very much relieved to find that 
some opening has been found out at last. I again request you 
fo excuse me if, inadvertently, I have said anything that may 
have offended you. 


Note—The minutes of the above conversation were prepared 
immediately after the interview by Sri Ranade for being placed 
before the Committee’s General Body Meeting which was 
scheduled to take place the following week. Along with his 
letter dispatched from Delhi on 15-11-63, a couple of days after 
the talks, Sri Ranade also sent a copy of the above report to 
Shri Bhaktavatsalam for his perusal. 


It was in the light of the above conversation which wag 
read out in thé} General Body Meeting) held com: /23+11-63) at 


( 98 ) 


Modified Plan Application 


The Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Government of Madras, 
Fort, St. George, 

Madras-9, 


Sir, 


Sub: Swami Vivekananda Rock Memorial— 
Submission of modified plan for sanction. 


Please refer to our original application dated 23rd Novem- 
ber 1962 requesting permission for erection of Memorial Statue 
of Swami Vivekananda on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanya- 
kumari and for construction of a pedestrian bridge joining the 
rock with the shore. You are aware that the above-mentioned 
two-fold memorial plan submitted by the Committee was 
rejected by the Government on yarious grounds. You are also 
aware that the Committee, however, continued its efforts to 
convince the Government about the propriety and feasibility 
of the total project conceived by the Committee Unfortunately 
the efforts of the Committee failed to bear any fruit. 


Recently, however, the possibility of an opening out of the 
apparent impasse has come into sight after the Organising 
Secretary of the Committee Sri Bknath Ranade met you at 
New Delhi on 12-11-1963 and a threadbare discussion of the 
problem took place. } 

The General Body of the Committee which met here on 23rd 
November, 1963 has discussed the said interview, a written 
report of which was read out in the meeting, and has, as a 


Madras and after due consultation with experts that the 

Committee resolved to submit to the State Government an 

alternative plan of the Rock-statue On 96-11-63 Sri Ranade 

personally presented the Committee’s application with the 

Tag dedepian to pip Obict Minister vitisationindoscribtetg (ISRT 
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result, resolved to suitably modify its original plan so that 
the possibilities of a solution are explored forthwith and actual 
solution worked out. 


In the light of the said talk between you and Sri Eknath 
Ranade and in the light of the expert advice since received as 
stated below, the Committes has resolved to submit an alterna- 
tive and modified plan for the kind consideration of the 
Government. The Hon’ble Chief Minister would be pleased 
to see that the amended plan does not include the construc- 
tion of a foot-bridge as originally proposed. But the proposal 
is to enlarge the size of the pedestal and the statue to ensure 
proper visibility from the shore. 


The well-known sculptor Shri §. D. Sathe, who has been 
advising us from the very beginning in this matter, was 
specially deputed by the Committee for re-assessing the size 
of the proposed statue in the new context. He has reported 
his findings to the Committee, personally, at its General Body 
Meeting on 23rd November. He has advised 50 feet height 
for the proposed statue and about 20 feet height for its pedestal. 
The Committee has given its approval to this modified plan 
and to the enlargement of the size of the statue with all its 
financial implications The sculptor is preparing an elaborate 
and detailed report of his obssrvations and also the explanatory 
sketches and miniature models to be submitted to the 
Gommittee in due time. 


The Committee requests the Government to consider the 
modified plan stated above. It would be in the fitness of 
things that the Memoria] Plan was finalised and duly approved 
by the Government and the preliminary work started within 
this Centenary Year. To expedite matters, the Oommittee 
deputes Sri Eknath Ranade, Organising Secretary, to personally 
present this application to the Chief Minister and also entrusts 
to him the task of finalising the plan by holding consultations 
with Government authorities. The Committee also invests 
him with necessary authority to incorporate into the plan 
further suggestions in keeping with the objects of the Committee, 
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The Committee prays for an early consideration of this 
application and hopes that the long desired permission for the 
Memorial Statue on the Vivekananda Rock may kindly be 
ranted soon. 


With respects, 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd/- P. Mahadevan, 
Madras Secretary 
26. 11. 63, All India Committee’ 


The Government’s Reply 
Revenue ( Ul ) Department. 


Letter No. 29174 U1/63—dated 31st December 1963. 
Sri V. Karthikeyan, I. A. 8. 
Additional Secretary to Government. 


To 
The Secretary, 
Vivekanada Memorial Committee, 
12, Pillaiyar Koil Street, 
Triplicane, Madras. 


Sir, 


Sub: Ancient monuments and memorials—(Kanya- 
kumari)—Installation of statue of Swami Vivekananda on the 
Vivekananda Rock - Regarding. 


Ref: Your letter dated 26-11-1963. 


Iam directed to state that the Government regret their 


inability to accede to the request contained in your letter 
«cited, 


Yours faithfully, 
Sd/- V. Rajamani 
for Additional Secretary to Government. 
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Parliament’s Debate on Vivekananda Statue 


LOK SABHA DEBATE OF 


Wednesday, November 27, 1963. 
Subject —STATUE OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA 


Sri P. R. CHAKRAVERTI ( Congress : Bihar ) 
Sri C. K.. BHATTACHARYYA (  ” +: Bengal ) 
Sri SIDHESHWAR PRASAD (  ”:Bihar ) 
Sri D. D. PURI ( ”  +Punjab ) 
Sri VISHWA NATH PANDEY (Det ce SEEP ESA) 
Sri BALGOVIND VERMA (yh sr Pa) 


QUESTION 


Will the Minister of Education be pleased to state : 

a) Whether his attention has been drawn to the proposal 
to erect a statue of Swami Vivekananda on the Vivekananda 
Rock in Madras by the the Vivekananda Centenary Celebration 
‘Committee , and 


b) if so, the reactions of Government thereto ? 
ANSWER 
Minister of Education; Sri M,C Cha;la 


a) Yes, Sir. 

b) It is for the Government of Madras to decide whether 
the erection of the statue of Swami Vivekananda at a Viveka- 
nanda Rock should be permitted. 
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Sri P. R. Chakraverti: Is it not a fact that the Devaswom 
Board directly administered by the Government of Madras gave 
permission to set up the statue and also a foot bridge ? 


Sri M. C. Chagla : As I said, itis entirely a matter 
for the State of Madras and I do not think we should interfere 
with their discretion or with any decision they may arrive at. 

Sri P. R. Chakraverti: Is it not a fact that a board was 
set up there and it was then removed by some fishermen on 
certain objectionable grounds ? May I know what steps Govern- 
ment took to see that this was set right ? 


Srt M. C. Chagla : Government of Madras ? 
Sri P. R. Chakraverti : _ Yes,under the advice and direction 
of this Ministry. 


Mr. Speaker : The same answer is to be repeated 
then. 
Sri Ranga (SWA) : Why should it be treated as a 


matter entirely for the State Government, in view of the 
fact that Swami Vivekananda is an all-India personality 
and the whole of India cannot dissociate itself from all 
responsibility with regard to this matter ? 


Mr. Speaker : The Hon. member must realise that 
the statue was being put there in the State itself. 


Sri Ranga: Are we to understand that the 
Madras Govt. has raised any objection to this and, if so, what 
is the view of this Government in regard to this matter? We 
do not know anything about it. We were not told that the 
Madras Govt is not in favour of raising the statue. 

Sri Bade (JS) : The Madrs Government referred 
the matter to the Central Government. 


Mr. Speaker : This question can arise whether it 
was referred to the Central Government. 

Sri Bade: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker : He knows much more than any 


Government, but the difficulty is even when he is not required 
to do so, he is throwing out all that knowledge. Was any 
reference made ? 
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Sri M. OC. Chagta : I do not think any formal 
reference has been made to the Central Government. 


Sm. Chakravarty (CPI) : What were the reasons adduced 
by the Government of Madras for objecting or refusing per- 
mission to set up this statue onthe rock? Was it purely 
due to safety for the statue or any other reason ? 


Sri M. C. Chagla : If the Hon. member wants an 
answer to that, we will get the proper answer from the 
Government of Madras. But is it really fair for us here to 
question the discretion of the Government of Madras ? 


Mr, Speaker : The Hon. member wants to know 
whether the Central Govt. has that information as to what 
‘were the grounds on which they have rejected it ? ~ 

Sri M. 0. Chagla : Officially, Sir, we have no 
information. : 

Sri H. Kamath: (PSP) Has the Hon. Minister's 
predecessor in office who is now seated on his right been correct- 
ly reported in the. press as having expressed some sort of 
opposition to the erection of Swami Vivekananda’s statue on 
the historic rock at Kanyakumari, if so, on what grounds was 
his opposition based ?_ 


The Minister of Petroleum and ChemicaJs (Sri Humayun 
Kabir ) : Sir, may I answer that question ? 


Mr. Speaker : Yes. 


Srt Humayun Kabir : Iam in @ way thankful that the 
Hon. member has raised this question, because I know a great 
deal of uninformed and some ill advised talk on this matter has 
been going on. This matter does not concern the Government 
of India and the Govt. of India have nothing to do with 
it. No official advice was ever asked for from us and no official 
advice was ever given. About the question of the beauty 
of the place, that is an entirely different matter within the 
jurisdiction of the Govt. of Madras to decide on any considera- 
tion they like. We have no standing on that matter. 


Sri H. V. Kamath: Sir, I rise to a point of order. 
My question was whether he expressed, as reported in the 
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papers, some opposition to the erection of the statue on the 
historic rock at Kanyakumari, if so, on what grounds was 
the opposition based ? 


Sri M, C. Chagia : Even @ Minister is entitled to 
have his own personal, individual views. — 
Sri H. V. Kamath: I can also haye my views as you 


can have. I want to know on what grounds was his opposition 
based ? : 

S71z Humayun Kabir : I have.said ‘that there is no) 
question of any opposition from me. Therefore, that question - 
does, not arise. 

Sri Hem Barua (PSP): ‘There is some contradiction. 

Dr. M.S. Aney (Ind.): May I know. whether that 
particular rock is not included among the sites preserved by the 
‘Archaeological Department ? 


Sri Humayun Kabir : Not to my knowledge. 
Dr. M. 8. Aney : Will they do that now ? 
Sri M.C.Chagla: © We will consider that suggestion. 


Sri K C. Pant(Con.): May I know whether this 
Vivekanada Centenary Celebration Committee is an official 
committee or it is @ private committee ? 

Sri M. C. Chagla : It is a non-official committee. 


* 


Joint Appeal of M, Ps?’ 
New Delhi. 


India is at present celebrating the Birth Centenary Year of 
one of her greatest sons of the present age—Swami 
Vivekananda. 

In commemoration of that event of Swamiji’ s advent ‘Swami 
Vivekananda, Centenary Celebration And Vivekananda Rock 
Memorial Committee’ has undertaken " ithe project of putting up 
Swamiji’s statue on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari. 
It is well known that after having traversed the length and 
breadth of the country as a ‘Parivrajaka’ Swamiji reached 
Kanyakumari, swam across the sea to the rock—the southern-4 
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most tip of India—and there sat in meditation for days together. 
It was in the course of that deep meditation on the Rock that 
he had the vision ‘of Mother India, realised her true self and 
receivéd the thessage of service to the people which he “made 
the mission of his life. : ~ 


The Rock is thus closely related to Swamiji’s life ite has 
become a sacred “spot for all India, nay, for all the world. 
Situated at the confluence of three seas, namely the Bengal Sea, 
the Indian Ocean, and the Arabian Sea, this spot has gained an 
added significance as, the seat of Swamiji’s meditation, Just as 
Buddha’s attainment of ‘Supreme Knowledge’ at Gaya beneath 
the Bodhi tree had made that spot sacred for the world, in the 
same way Swamijis meditation and self-realisation on this . 
Rock have turned it into a historic spot, a place of holy pilgri- 
mage, for all times. 


The ‘Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee’ deserves 
praise for the endeavour that it has been making to instal a 
statue of Swamiji on this Rock. This is a timely move and 
should receive the support of all. We appeal to the Central. 
Government, -and especially to the Government of Madras— 
which has the unique fortune of being the custodian of the 
historic place—to enable the Committee to implement its noble 
undertaking of raising this national monument, 


1. M.S. Aney — Maharashtra 

9. K.L, Shrimali ’ Rajasthan 

3. K. D. Malaviya : Uttar Pradesh 

4 Punjabrao Deshmukh Maharashtra 

5 §. K. Patil ~ Maharashtra 

6. N. @ Ranga ; Andhra Pradesh 

7 Jaipal Singh ~ Bihar 

&. Gayatri Devi’ |” Rajasthan 

9. M. Thirumala Rao Andhra Pradesh 
10. Gajaraj Singh Rao Punjab 
11, . S. Pattebiraman Madras 
12. Ram Manohar Lohia Uttar Pradesh 
13. Atal Bihari Vajpayee Uttar Pradesh 
14. -Prakash Vir Shastri Si nitjc Utter Pradesh, .. 
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Swami Rameshwaranand 
Nath Pai 
R. K Khadilkar 
V. O. Parashar 
V. K. Chordia 
J. S. Patil 
Nandini Satpathy 
Ramesh Chandra Vyas 
Jawaharlal Rohtagi 
L. Lalit Madhob Sharma 
Dibakar Patnaik 
Vijay Singh 
M. M. Sur 
Tarkeshwar Pande 
§. Channa Reddy 
Deoki Nandan Narayan 
Rajeshwar Pd. Narayan Sinha 
J- Venkatappa 
M. VY. Swami 
K. L. Narasimha Rao 
M. M. 8. Siddhu 
Madhoram Sharma 
Tarabai R Sathe 
Raghubir Singh Panjhazari 
K. Bharathi 
Shyam Kumari Khan 
Darshansingh Pheruman 
Devaki Gopidas 
Liladhar Barooah 
H. VY. Tripathi 
Satyanand Mishra 
Dhananjoy Mohanty 
P. N. Kathju 
P. S. Patil 
M. Govinda Reddy 
N. M. Lingam 
A. Mohamad Tariq 
M. O. Shah 
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| Punjab 
Maharashtra 

, Maharashtra 
Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Orissa 
Rajasthan 

- Uttar Pradesh 
Manipur 
Orissa 
Rajasthan 
West Bengal 
Uttar Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Bihar 

Mysore 

Andhra Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Punjab 
Maharashtra 
Punjab 

Kerala 

Uttar Pradesh 

Punjab 

Kerala 

Assam 

Uttar Pradesh 

Orissa 

Orissa 

Rajasthan 

Maharashtra 

Mysore 

Madras 

J & K State 


Gujarat 


726 


8 Jaipuria: 
Maithilisharan Gupta 
Chandra Sekhar 
Ganpatrao Tapse 

T. M. Dasgupta 

G. Murahari 

M. 8. Gurupada Swamy 
Kamta Singh 

Bairagi Dwibedy 
Kapur Singh 

Krishna Chandra Sharma 
K. K. Warior 

C. L. Narasimha Reddy 
Lakhmu Bhawani 
Kamal Nath Tiwari 
Lalit Sen 

P. C. Deo Bhanj 
Rajdeo Singh 

Ravindra Varma 
Krishna Chandra Pant 
Sharda Mukherjee 
Hukum Chand Kachwai 
Rananjaya Singh 

N. M. Wadiwa 
Sadhuram 

Jamuna Devi 

Shiv Dutt Upadhyaya 
M. L. Bakliwal 

J. P. Jyotishi 

Tulsidas Jadhav 

C. M. Kedaria 


Zohraben Akbarbhai Chavda 


K. V. Ramakrishna Reddy 
Raghunath Singh 

Diwan Chand Sharma 
Amar Singh Saigal 
P. K. Deo 
Jeshvant Mehta _ 
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Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Maharashtra - 
Tripura 
Uttar Pradesh 
Mysore 
Bihar 
Orissa 
Punjab 
Uttar Pradesh 
Kerala 
Andra Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Bihar 
Himachal Pradesh: 
Orissa 
Uttar Pradesh 
Kerala 
Uttar Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Madhya Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Punjab 
Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Gujarat 
Gujarat 
Andhra Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Punjab 
Madhya Pradesh 
Orissa 
Gujarat 
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95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104, 
105, 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 


115. 
116. 
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118, 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 


125 
126 


127. 
128. 


H. Ki Mahtab 
T. H. Sonavane 
8, M. Siddiah 
R. R. Morarka 
R. §. Pande . 
Balkrishna Wasnik 
V. BR. Dafie 
K. D. Tripathi 
Shakuntala Devi 
Ganga Devi 
D. N. Tiwary 
Naval Prabhakar 
§. Tombi Singh 
J. O, Chatterji 
Brahma Prakash 
Krishnapal Singh 
K. Manoharan 
P. Sivasankaran 
T. D. Ramabadran 
K. Rajaram 
Digvijay Narain Singh 
Jai Bahadur Singh 
Bhola Raut 
Kishen Pattnayak 
Muzaffar Husain 
Mansing Patel 
K. 8 Chavda 
C. M. Patel 
P. BR. Chakravarti 
G. 8. Pathak 
Umashankar Dikshit 
Yudhvir Singh 
Pannalal Barupal 
A. P. Sharma 
Panna Lal 
Braj Behari Malhotra 
Lila Dhar Asthana 
B. P. Yadab 
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Orissa 
Maharashtra 
Mysore 
Rajasthan 
Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Maharashtra _ 
Uttar Pradesh 
Bihar 
Uttar Pradesh- 
Bihar 
Delhi 
Manipur State 
Uttar Pradesh 
Delhi 
Uttar Pradesh 
Madras 
Madras 
Madras 
Madras 
Bihar 
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Orissa 

Uttar Pradesh 
Gujarat 
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Bihar 
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Uttar Pradesh 
Punjab 
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Ramsekhar Pd. Singh 
G. K. Singh 

Dhanna Singh Gulshan 
Himmatsinghji 
Sarojini Mahishi 

‘A. Shankar Alva 

T. Subrahmanyam 

B. C. Nanjundaiya 
Patil Puttappa 

M. Shankaraiya 
Manjari Shashank 
Lalita Rajya Laxmi 
Kure Mate 

B. Singh Utiya 
Bhajhari Mahato 
Homi Daji 
Yogendra Jha 
Rameshwar Sahu 
Brajeshwar Prasad 
Bhanu Pratap Singh 
Birendra Bahadur Singh 
Purshattam R. Patel 
Hem Barua’ 

M, K. Kumaran 

R, Aeliuthan 

BH. K. Imbichibava 
Shreekantan Nair 

M. N. Govindan Nair 
P. 8. Nataraj Pillai 
Kashinath Pandey 


Ramrao Madhaorao Deshmukh 


A Subba Rao 

S. O. Deb 

Abdul Ghani Dar 
Mirza Ahmed Ali 
Keshvanand 
Mahesh Saran 


Wastheoiare cise pioit 
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) Bihar 
. Bengal 


Punjab 

Gujarat 

Mysore 

Mysore 

Mysore 

Mysore 

Mysore 

Mysore 

Bihar 
Bihar 

Madhya Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
West Bengal 
Madhya Pradesh 
Bihar 

Bihar 

Bihar 

Madhys Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Gujarat - 
"Assam 

Kerala 

Kerala - 

Kerala 

Kerala 
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Uttar Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Kerala 
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Punjab { 
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Bihar) 4 Biel 


167. 
168, 
169. 


’ 170. 


171. 
172. 
173. 
174. 
175. 
176. 
177. 
178. 
179. 
180. 
181, 
182. 
183. 
184- 
185. 
186. 
187. 
188. 
189. 
190. 
191. 
192, 
193. 
194. 
185. 
196. 
197. 
198. 
199. 
200. 
201. 
202. 
203. 
204, 


Sceta Parmanand 
B. 8. Sawanrkar 
Nekiram 

Gopal Singh 
Kumbha Ram Arya 
Ram Sahai 

Sharda Bhargava 
Annapurna Devi 
Buta Singh 

Shamlal Saraf 
Sinhasan Singh 
Bhagwat Jha Azad 
Inder Malhotra 
Vishram Prasad 
Siddhanti Jagdeo Singh 
C. R. Basappa 

Ram Sahai Tiwary 
Ganga Sharan Sinha 
R. P. Sinha 

A. D. Mani 

Piarelal Kureel { Talib ) 
P. Abraham 

R. 8. Khandekar 

P. K. Koya 

Faridul Haq Ansari 
B. D. Khobragade 
K. V. Raghunath Reddy 
Sunder Mani Patel 
Jethalal H. Joshi 
Jahanara Jaipalsingh 
B. T. Kulkarni 

D. B. Desai 

M. 8. Oberoi 
Dahyabhai V. Patel 
Loknath Mishra 

D. P. Karmarkar 

8, N, Ramaul 

B, K. Gaikwad 
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Madhya Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Punjab 
Punjab 
Rajasthan 
Madhya Pradesh 
Rajasthan 
Mysore 
Punjab 
J & K State 
Uttar Pradesh 
Bihar 
J & K State 
Uttar Pradesh 
Punjab 
Mysore 
Madhya Pradesh 
Bihar 
Bihar 
Madhya Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Pondicherry 
Madhya Pradesh 
Kerala 
Uttar Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Andhra Pradesh. 
Orissa 
Gujarat 
Bihar 
Maharashtra 
Maharashtra 
Bihar 
Gujarat 
Orissa 
Mysore ) 
Himachal Predesh 
Maharashtra 
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Ram Ratan Gupta 
Yagya Narayan Singh 
G. G. Swell 

A. Chakradhar 
Daljit Singh 
Joachim Alva 
Gokaran Prasad 

V, T. Patil 
Dwarkadas Mantri 
Rama Chandra Mallick 
L. 8. Bhatkar 

8. K. Pottekkatt 
Onkar Singh 

Lahri Singh 

U. Mishra 

J. K. P. N, Singh 
Gurudey Gupta 
Krishna Chandra 

R. N. Kakati 

V. 'T. Sarwate 

D. D. Kurre 

Bansilal 

N, O. Kasliwal 

R. K. Bhuwalka 
Mehabir Prasad Shukla 
Seeta Yudhvir 
Sudhir Ghosh 

B. B. Varma 

Sheel Bhadra Yajee 
Ranen Sen 

Prabhat Kar 

Dinen Bhattacharya 
H, P. Chatterjee 

Pp. Mandal 

Indrajit Gupta 

Sisir Kumar Saha 
Rajput Singh Doogar 
§. Handa... 
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Uttar Pradesh . 
Orissa 
Assam ‘ 
Andhra Pradesh 
Punjab 
Mysore 
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Maharashtra 
Orissa 
Maharashtra 
Kerala 
Uttar Pradesh 
Punjab 
Bihar ° 
Bihar 
Madhya Pradesh 
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Assam 
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Punjab 
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Ramprasanna Ray 
Basanta Kumar Das 
Purnendu Narayan Khan 


Prabhu Dayal Himatsingka 


Renu Chakravartty 
Jyotsna Chanda 


_ Arun Chandra, Guha, 


Surendra Mohan 'Ghosh 
C.K, Bhattacharyya 
Paresh Nath Kayal 

G. K. Singha 
Sachindra Chaudhuri 
P. CG Borooah 
Saradish Roy 

Blias Mohammad 
Bhupesh Gupta 

Biren Roy 

Sudhansu Bhusan Das 
Saroj Pandey 

BiG. Mitra 

U. M. Trivedi 

Ovkarlal Berwa 
Ramchandra Bade 
Narendra Singh Mahida 
Yuveraj Dutta Singh 
Yashpal Singh 

K. Anand Nambiar 

P. K, Vasudevan Nair 
Brij Raj Singh 

Gauri Shankar Kakkar 
Kashi Ram Gupta 

Ram Sewak Yadav 
Priya Gupta 

Nagendra Prasad Yadav 
K. L. More 

Ratan Lal 

Harish Chandra Mathur 
Tika Ram Paliwal — 
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‘West Bengal 


West Bengal 
West Bshgal 
Bihar 
West Bengal 
Assam 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
Assam! 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
West Bengal 
Uttar Pradesh ° 
Bihar 
Madhya Pradesh 
Pajasthan 
Madhya Pradesh 


Gujarat 


Uttar Pradesh - 
Uttar Pradesh 
Madras 

Kerala 

Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Rajasthan ~ 
Uttar Pradesh 
Bihar 

Bihar 
Maharashtra 
Rajasthan 
Rajasthan — 
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281. 
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305. 
306. 
307. 
308. 
309. 
310, 
311. 
312. 
313, 


314, 


815, 
316. 
317, 
318, 


Jaswantraj Mehta 
Bakar Ali Mirza 
Lakhan Das 
Chowdhury Ram Sewak 
Ram Swarup 

Swami Ramanand Shastri 
Vishwa Nath Pandey 
Baishnab Charan Patnaik 
Tan Singh 

B. Anjunappa 

Mathura Prasad Mishra 
Suraj Lal Verma 

P. Venkatasubbaiah 

M, G. Thengondar 
Radhey Lal Vyas 

L. M. Singhvi 

Vasant Kunwar Ba 
Parshottamdas H, Bheel 
8. N: Chaturvedi 

Kisan Veer 

Manikyalal Verma 

G. K. Jedhe 

Mahadeva Prasad 
Partap Singh 

Kindar Lal 

Mini Mata 

Tularam 

D. Basumatari 

L. D. Kotoki 

Nihar Ranjan Laskar 
Renuka Devi Barkataki 
Brij Basi Lal 

Masuriya Din 

Pp, K, Khanna 

R. 8. Tiwary 

M. 8. Murti 

B. L, Chandah 

J. Ramapati Rao 
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Rajasthan 
Andhra Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Orissa, 
Rajasthan 
Andhra Pradesh 
Bihar 
Uttar Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh 
Madras 
Madhya Pradesh 
Rajasthan 
Uttar Pradesh 
Gujarat 
Uttar Pradesh 
Maharashtra 
Rajasthan 
Maharashtra 
Uttar Pradesh 
Himachal Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh » 
Assam 
Assam » 
Assam 
Assam 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Uttar Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh 
Madhya Pradesh 
Andhra Pradesh 


319. Shivajirao 8S. Deshmukh Maharashtra 


320 B.D. Deshmukh Maharashtra 
$321. Deorao Patil Maharashtra 
322 Pandharinath Patil Maharashtra 
323. BP. Kunhan Kerala 

New Delhi, 


December 23, 1963. 


Sri Aney’s Forwarding Letter to Pt, Nehru 


M.S Aney, 
Member of Parliament 


161, South Avenue, 
New Delhi-11 
December 25, 1963 


My dear Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 


I am forwarding to you an appeal in connection with 
the proposed project of erecting a statue of Swamt 
Vivekananda on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari, 
issued jointly by more than three hundred Members of 
Parliament. A second copy of the same ( in the original ) 


has been forwarded to Shri Bhaktavatsalam, Chief 
Minister, Madras State. 


The document under the joint signatures of a huge 
number of Parliament Members, representing all Parties 
and all States, expresses the strong desire in the country 
to have a memorial of Swamiji in the form of his statue on 
the Kanyakumari Rock, the spot where he contemplated 
the mission of his life. It is but meet that the Government 
should also bless the project right when the whole country 
is celebrating the first Birth Centenary of Swamiji. I am 
sure it should be possible for you and the Chief Minister, 


“Caer yo 


Madras, to see that the ALL-INDIA VIVEKANANDA 
ROCK MEMORIAL COMMITTEE—formed. for that 
purpose and headed by Shri Mannath Padmanabhan—gets 
the necessary pei mission to implement its noble project. 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd./-M. S. Aney 


Sri Aney’s Forwarding Letter to Sri Bhaktavatsalam 


M. 8. Aney, 
Member of Parliament 


161, South Avenue, 
New Delhi—11 
December 25, 1963 


My dear Shri Bhaktavatsalam, 


I am forwarding to you an appeal in connection with 
the proposed project of erecting a statue of Swami 
Vivekananda on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari, 
issued jointly by more than three hundred Members of 
Parliament. A second copy of the same ( in the original ) 
has been forwarded to the Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal 
Nehru. 


The document under the joint signatures of a huge 
number of Parliament Members, representing all Parties 
and all States, expresses the strong desire in the country to 
have a memorial of Swamiji in the form of his statue on 
Kanyakumari Reck. For, this 1s the spot where he got the 
mission divine. It is but meet that the Government should 
also bless the project right when the whole country is 
celebrating the first Birth Centenary of Swamiji. I am 
sure it will be possible for you to see that the ALL INDIA 
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VIVEKANANDA ROCK. MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
formed for that purpose, and headed by Shri Mannath 
‘Padmanabhan, geis the necessary permission to implement 
tts noble project. 


Yours sincerely 
Sd./- M. 8. Aney 


i 


Prime Minister’s Reply To Aney 


No. 2999-PMH/63 Prime Minister's House 
New Delhi 
December 27, 1263 


Dear Shri Aney, 


I have received your letier of December 25 with which. 
‘you have forwarded to me the signatures of over three 
hundred Members of Parliament for the erection of a 
statue of Swami Vivekananda at Kanyakumari. So far 
as the Government of India is concerned, we would wel- 
come the erection of sucha statue. But you will appre- 
ciate that this is entirely matter for the Madras Govern- 
ment to decide. Tam writing to the Chief Minister of 
Madras on this subject. 


Sf might inform you that Iam going to Madras on the 
18th of January to unveit a statue of Swami Vivekananda 
in the city there, 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd./- Jawaharlal Nehru, 


e DigBisk 


Bhaktavatsalam’s Reply To Aney 


M. Bhaktavatsalam 
Chief Minister of Madras 


Fort, St. George, 
MADRAS 
January 2, 1964. 


My dear Sri Aney, 


With reference to your note dated the 25th 
December regarding erecting a statue of Swami Viveka- 
nandaon the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari, the 
proposal has been examined in all aspects. Iam still of 
the view that the Rock will not be the best venue for the 
statue. I suggested that a memorial tablet may be put 
on the Rock and that the statue may be erected on the shore 
between the temple and the bathing ghat. This was accepted 
by the representatives of the Committee and accordingly 
the Tablet was put on the Rock. But unfortunately 
the Committee has since gone back and is carrying on ‘this 
agitation. I request you to kindly advise the Commitice 
of the position. 


Thanking you, 


Yours sincerely, 
§d./- M. Bhaktavatsalam 


Sri M. 8. Aney, M. P. 
161, South Avenue, 
New Delhi-11. 
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Ranade’s Statement 


New Delhi, 
January 3, 1964 


Statement issued by Sri Eknath Ranade 


‘T saw Sri Bhaktavatsalam, Chief Minister of Madras, on 
December 31, in connection with the Vivekananda Rock 
Memorial Statue at Kanyakumari We had a half-hour talk. 


The joint appeal sent to him by 823 Members of Parliament 
figured prominently in the discussion. 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam said that he had an open mind on the 
subject. The primary consideration in his mind was that 
the Memorial should be proper und befitting. What should 
be the form of the Memorial, whether it should be a statue, 
if so, whether it should be on the Rock or on the shore, 
should be decided on that consideration alone. 

The Chief Minister further said that he was not committing 
himself to anything but he would be visiting Kanyakumari 
towards the end of January or in the first week of February, 
when he would re-examine the spot from that point of view. 


After his visit to Kanyakumari we are to meet again 
when the final result would be known.” 


Nehru’s Views 


( Amrita Bazar Patrika. Calcutta, dated 4-1-’64 ) 
NEHRU BACKS SWAMIJI STATUE MOVE 


NEW DELHI. Jan. 3—Pprime Minister Nehru said that 
the Government of India would weleome the move for the 


erection of a statue of Swami Vivekananda at the rock off 
Kanyakumari. "?Tenita 
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But this was a matter entirely for the Madras Government 
to decide, he added. 

He conveyed this view to Dr. M. 8. Aney and 322 other 
members of Parliament who had recently addressed a joint 
appeal to the Prime Minister and the Madras Chief Minister, 
Mr, Bhaktavatsalam, to this effect. 

Mr. Nehru informed the signatories that he would be 
writing to the Madras Chief Minister on the subject. 

He may discuss the matter when he visits Madras city 
during the third week of this month. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Hknath Ranade, Organising Secretary of 
‘The Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee’ today said that the 
final decision on the erection of the statue was likely to be made 
at the end of January or early next month when the Madras 
Chief Minister, Mr. Bhaktavatsalam, visits the spot. 

Mr. Ranade, who met the Chief Minister recently, 
added that the primary consideration in the mind of 
Mr. Bhaktavatsalam was that the statue should be ‘proper and 
befitting. —PTI. UNI. 


ALL HITCHES 
ARE REMOVED 


Madras €. M. Favours Shrine-Like Memorial 


( Hindustan Standard, Caleutta, dt. 6.2 64 ) 
SWAMIJIS STATUE ON ROOK AT LAST 


COIMBATORE, Feb 5.—The Madras Ohief Minister, Mr. 

Bhaktavatsalam, told newsmen here today that the State 
Government would agree to the installation of Swami Viveka- 
nanda’s statue on the Vivekananda Rock in Kanyakumari but it 
should be very small and enclosed in a shrine, says P.T.I. 
_ | A commemorative tablet.on Swami Vivekananda’s visit Was 
put on the rocks: by the Vivekananda Oentenary Celebration 
Committee in January last. It was found destroyed in May. 
Since then the rocks had been declared a prohibited area. 

Mr. Bhaktavatsalam said the shrine could have accommoda- 
tion for a few persons to meditate. but it should on no account 
be exposed to any risk or damage by miscreants. 

The Chief Minister mentioned that Mr. M.S. Aney, M.P., had 
submitted a memorandum signed by 300 Members of Parliament 
urging the Madras nana, to allow’ installation of a statue 
of Swami Vivekananda on the rock. 

The Chief Minister had visited the spot on January 31. 

; * 
=i, ‘yet yam 
( Hindu; Madras, dated 138. 2. 64 ) 
VIVEKANANDA STATUE 


_ NEW DELHI, FEB, 12—Mr. M. Bhaktavatsalam, Chief 
Minister of Madras, told Members of Parliament from the 
State here to-day that he had met the Prime Minister and 
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informed him about the suggestion he had made in regard to 
the installation of the Vivekananda Statue on the Vivekananda 
Rock near Kanyakumari. The Prime Minister had seen the 
reports that appeared in the Press and asked him about the 
matter. It was his suggestion that a statue could be installed 
in a shrine, so that it might be protected from miscreants. 


* 
Ranade Seeks Clarifications From Bhaktavatsalam ia 


‘A short report of the M eeting beiween Srv 
-M. Bhaktavatsalam, Chief Minister, Madras State 
and Sri Eknath Ranade, at Madras on 23-2-1964. 


Sri Ranade : Let me first express my gratitude for 


your having generously permitted a statue on the rock. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : That is all unnecessary. 


In the beginning I had objected to it for two reasons. Firstly, 
safeguarding such a statue was difficult as there were worst 
Christian fanatics in that area. Secondly, the statue, however 
big in size, could not have been visible from the shore- 

Swami Chidbhavananda also had requested permission for 
statue on that Rock. When it was refused he sought permission 
for erecting it on a nearer rock stating that that was the real 
Vivekananda Rock. When he was told that all that was 
not proper on his part he accepted my suggestion to install 
the statue on the shore at the site originally proposed to the 
Committee. Isaw that statue during my last visit to Kanya- 


kumari. He has installed it within a shrine.:;I really wanted 
it in the open. Beeause, on the shore there is no danger of its 
being damaged by hooligans, ai 


The Committee people, on the other hand, insiéted on having 
the statue on the Rock: First they also’ had agreed to ins- 


talling it on the shore. But they did it with mental reservations. 


~€ bb Y 


This time when I had been to Kanyakumari, some deputa- 
tions met-me. One of those ( reference to a deputation on behalf | 
of Haindava Seyaka Sanghom ) had submitted a memorandum. 
In it there was written at one place that if the Government did 
not do such and such things, independence of our country would 
be lost. I told them that they should not have threatened the 
Government like that. I said that a person whose hand could 
write such s sentence could hardly be considered a patriot. 

It was during my talk with those deputationists that I said 
that if the statue was proposed to be placed within a shrine- 
like enclosure the Government would consider such a proposal 
and allow a statue on the Rock. } 

Thereafter I went to Coimbatore. There pressmen asked me 
about this question. There, first, I told my idea. I told them 
that the Government would be willing to permit the statue on 
the Rock 'if, firstly, it was enclosed in a shrine and secondly, 
the shrine was small in size with space inside for some ten- 
fifteen persons to meditate ; others might meditate even in the 
open. 


Sri Ranade : Yes, I haye read that statement. Per- 
sonally speaking, it has satisfied me. It has satisfied me for 
two reasons. Hirstly, because you have generously agreed to 
the basic or the primary thing, namely, that the statue should 
be on the Rock. Whether the statue should be in the open or 
it should be enclosed in a shrine, and again, whether the shrine 
should be small or large in size, were all secondary things. 
Secondly, because this marks the end of my tussle with you— 
a tussle which was most artificial in so far as it was a sort of 
fighting on the same side. Had you been anti-Hindu or anti- 
Vivekananda, there would have been some point in the struggle. 
But to be required to come in conflict with a devout Hindu and 
a devotee of Vivekananda was really something very painful. 

__ Srt Bhaktavatsalam : I thought that you were again going 
to agitate for something or the other. _ 

Sri Ranade : No Sir, the question of agitating does 
not arise at all. On the contrary, now that the principal issue 
has been solved, I have come to you in a spirit of surrender. I 
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am here to discuss with you your idea and to have a clear 
Picture of the same so that a fresh plan may be prepared and 
implemented under your guidance. From the letters I have 
received from some of our Committee members, that appears to 
be the consensus of opinion of the Committee also, 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : I have already explained my idea in 
my statement. 


Sri Ranade : Still some clarifications are necessary. 
For example, your shrine idea is not clear. Are you of the 
opinion that Swamiji’s statue should be put up there just as 
the idol of a deity is installed in a temple ? 


S7t Bhaktavatsalam : No, not in the Jeast. I do not propose 
to have his temple there with daily Pooja, Archana and all 
that, Of course, there should be a caretaker who would daily 
open it in the morning and close and lock it at night. I only 
mean that the statue should not be in the open exposed to 
mischief by miscreants, Therefore, ] had purposely used the 
term—'shrine-like enclosure’ and not ‘shrine’ in my statement. 


Sri Ranade : Yes, I understand it now. Your 
‘suggestion is only from the point of view of safeguarding 
the staue. 

Secondly, I would like to know what you mean by small size 
you have prescribed for the shrine. I think, you probably mean, 
that as the Rock itself is not very large in size, the shrine should 
not be disproportionately big. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : Yes, there is a very small flat surface 
on the top. The shrine should oceupy only a part of that space 
and sufficient space should be left out for the visitors to, walk 
round it. If you have seen the small shrine built by Swami 
Chidbhavananda on the Kanyakumari shore, I would like you 
to plan a still smaller construction or, at the most, as small as 
that. 

Sri Ranade : On the Rock there are three table- 
lands near the top. Hach one of them is of about 60 feet by 
60 feet in area. Therefore, without being disproportionate, the 


size of that shrine can be bigger than that of the one on the 
shore. 


-ree Ht 5G yy 


If the restriction of size is only aesthetic reasons then it 
is perfectly justified and let us, therefore, leave the question of 
determining the size to the artists and architects who would 
give us their expert opinion. 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam-: Who is the architect ? 

Srt Ranade: — We have not thought about it yet. I 
would like you also to suggest. 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam: No, I mean the architect is not going 
to decide it. I say it should be of a small size. You may 
tomorrow tell me that such and such great architect has recom- 
mended a big size shrine. That would not do. The shrine 
should be as small as possible 

I would like to make it clear that if the Committee was not 


agreeable to the Government suggestion the Government would 
get its plan carried out even without the Committee 

Sri Ranade : It is quite obvious. The Government 
can certainly do it. I only request you to visit the Rock once. 
I think that if you visit the place you may also feel that a 
shrine of even some bigger size there, could also present a 
beautiful sight. , 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam . I shall certainly visit the Rock. This 

time I could not visit it but I would like to visit it next time. 
But space or no spaces the shrine should be small. After all 
there should not be too much interference with Nature. That 
consideration also should be kept in mind, Therofore, I am 
saying that the shrine should be small. 
° Similarly, I also do not want a foot-bridge joining the Rock 
with the Mainland—a foot-bridge which would be used by mis- 
creants. Those who want to visit the Rock may go by boats. 
Everybody is not expected to go there. Those who want to go 
there for meditation, ete., may use boats. 

Sri Ranade: It is very kind of you that you have 
clarified your views. I shall place them before the Committee. 
Now, with your permission I would like to go round the country 
and meet a few important persons like Jagatguru Sri Shankara- 
charya of Kamakoti Peetam, Swami Madhavanandji Maharaj, 
President, Ramakrishna Mission, Rashtrapati Dr. Radhakrishnan, 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nebru, Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri, Sri M. C. 
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Chagla and Dr. M.S. Aney. I shall try to ascertain their yews 
alsojonithe plan of the memorial. As they have been showing 
interest in it, itis in the fitness of things that I should meet 
them on behalf of the Committee. After meeting them I shall 
place before you their suggestions, if any- 

Similarly, I propose to visit Kanyakumari with some 
engineers and architects, shortly. I shall collect their findings 
also. I propose to complete the above two works first and place 
all the data before you as soon as possible so that the final plan 
is prepared in consultation with you and the formal application 
on behalf of the Committee is submitted accordingly. 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam: In my last visit to Delhi I had the 
opportunity to meet Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and also Sri Lal 
Bahadur Shastri to whom I have communicated my proposal. 


Sri Ranade : Yes, I have learnt about it. 

Now, the immediate thing that is necessary is the construc- 
tion of jetties at the Rock and the shore for facilitating transport 
of building material to the Rock. The monsoons....... 


Sri Bhaktavatsalam : ‘You will have to secure Government 
permission for starting that work. You meet the Collector at 
Nagercoil and he would do the needful. Actually I had instruc- 
ted the Collector that if the Committee people were to accept 
the Government proposal and meet him he should discuss the 
matter with them and send a report to me. It seems that 
nobody has met him. 

Sri Ranade : I met the Collector but that was 
before your announcement of the proposal in the press 
conference at Coimbatore, 

Sri Bhaktavatsalam : But even before that press-conference 
I had proposed the thing to the deputationists who had met me 
at Nagercoil. I had further told them that they might submit 
a fresh plan on the basis of what was proposed to them by me. 


Sri Ranade : You had that discussion with the 
deputationists who met you on behalf of the Haindava Sevaka 
Sanghom and not the Committee. Any way, now that I have 
received your instructions with necessary clarifications I shall 
go to Kanyakumari and meet the Collector. 
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Will then a formal permission fromthe Deyaswom Board 
also be necessary, ? 1 

Sri Bhaktawatsalam: I think so. I have not uptill now 
communicated to them. TI shall do it. : 

Sri Ranade : All right Sir. I shall address myself 
to all the works immediately. JI shall contact you from time to 
time if there is any difficulty. I beg of you to grant me that 


.much freedom to place before you my ideas as also the) difficul- 


ties that might come in the way or various suggestions I might 
be receiving from prominent people and to seek your guidance. 
I would like to assure you, however, that ultimately that alone 
would be done which would be acceptable to you. 

It is necessary and proper that the Memorial work is com- 
pleted as early as possible. Actually I consider this work to be 
quite small compared to the work which this issue has brought 
me face to face with. I mean the work of meeting the Christian 
proselytisation menace which is assuming huge proportions. 
I consider it very urgent and necessary that some silent and 
constructive work is undertaken. And IT shall deem it a privilege 
to do my bit under your guidance. Though I had been in a sort 
of conflict with you uptill now I would like, in the new context, 
to work as your trusted lieutenant if some such work was under 
your contemplation, 


Sri Bhakiavatsalam : Yes, Iam quite aware of it But my 
way of work is quite different. Iam in favour of silent work. 
[ am myself against the Christian fanatics. That day I plainly 
told those Christian leaders who had come to meet me in 
deputation at Kanyakumari, that if they were against Viveka- 
nanda it meant that they were anti-Indian. . I said Icould not 
consider that person to be patriotic and national if he were 
to be antagonistic to the memorial of Swami Vivekananda and 
agitate in favour of that of St, Xavier or any other foreigner 
instead. 

Sri Ranade : Yes, recently when I was there, I 
learnt with great satisfaction about all that talk you had with 
them. Therefore, excuse me if I give vent to my honest feeling 
that if there is anybody among the political leaders at present 
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whom the Hindus in the South may look to as their saviour 

it is yourself. It is because of the appreciation of this situation 
that I am now greatly relieved to find that that unhappy chapter 
of my tussle with you is over and that there may be opportuni- 
ties shead to work under your guidance for the common cause.. 


* * 1G 


Final Application 


Madras 
September 1, 1964 
The Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
Government of Madras, 
Fort, St. George, 
Madras-9. 


Sub.: Plan for construction work for the Vivekananda 


Rock Memorial at Kanyakumari. 
Sir, 


A meeting of the Managing Committee was held on the 29th 
of August at Madras and Sri V. Rajagopalachari, Advocate and 
one of the Vice-Presidents, presided over the meeting. The com- 
mittee was informed by Shri Eknath Ranade, the Organising 
Secretary, of the progress made in the matter and his latest 
interview with the Hon’ble Chief Minster. 


~ The Committee considered the plan prepared and eventually 
adopted the plan prepared by the Sthapathi, Shri 8. K. Achary, 
incorporating the suggestions of His Holiness Shri 
Sankaracharya of Kamakoti Peetam and the suggestions of the 
Hon'ble Ohief Minister as the most suitable in the light of all 
the circumstances, and resolved unanimously to formally submit 
the same for the kind approval of the Government, Accordingly 
Iam enclosing herewith two copies of the said plan containing 


three sheets each for favourable consideration and sanction 
by the Government. 
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Two sets of the plan have been enclosed so that the Govern- 
ment may refain one set for their reference and file and the 
other may be kindly returned to us duly sanctioned. 


The Committee has also placed on record its grateful thanks 
to the Hon’ble Chief Minister for his valuable suggestions and 
helpful approach. 


The Sthapathi, Shri 8. K. Achary, who has designed the said 
plan is shortly proceeding to visit «few places, mainly Ajanta 
and Karle Caves from which some styles have been adopted in 
the plan. After having a close look at the carvings, designs and 
_ styles obtaining there, he may find it necessary to make some 
changes in the plan, specially in the decorative designs of the 
Front Entrance Gate and the Dome. 


The Committee finds that proper arrangements have to be 
made on the Rock for storage of water for construction purposes- 
The Committee also finds it necessary to lay outa pathway of 
about 12 feet width starting from the Jetty Point and leading to 
the side gates as well as the front entrance to the Mandapam. 
Such a pathway with railings on the sea-side would, besides 
facilitating transport of building materials to the top, add to the 
eonvenience of visitors and also ensure their safety. 


In according sanction, it is prayed that the Government may 
also kindly consider these two matters which are incidental to 
the construction work. 


Thanking you in anticipation,, 


Yours faithfully, 
AJ 8d./- P. Mahadevan 
SECRETARY, 
ALL INDIA COMMITTEE 
E*@E°9 


‘Government Sanctions Statue On The Rock 


GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS 


Abstract 


Monuments and Memorials—Hrection of statue of Swami 
Vivekananda on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari— 
Permission for constructions—Orders issued. 


REVENUE DEPARTMENT 


G.0.M.8. No. 2398 Dated 24th Sept. 1964 


‘Order : 


1. The question of erecting a statue of Swami Vivekananda 
on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari, has been engaging 
the attention of the Government for sometime past. Several 
Tepresentations haye been received by the Government in this 
regard. The Government have carefully examined the question 
in consultation with the Collector of Kanyakumari and the 
members of the All India ‘Swami Vivekananda Centenary Cele- 
bration and Rock Memorial Committee’. The Government have 
decided that a statue of Swami Vivekananda to be encased in a 
small building of a shrine type with a provision to accommodate 
about 12 persons to sit in meditation in front of the statue, may 
be erected on the Vivekananda Rock at Kanyakumari. 
2, The site on the Vivekananda Rock selected by tke 
Collector of Kanyakumari and indicated in the plan sent with 
his letter dated: 20.3, sb sy for the purpose is approved by the 
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